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Cable: Mastodon Humerus

Mastodon Humerus
By E. J.

CABLE

On May 18, children of Elk Run School located a little to fhe
south and east of Waterloo, were taking a nature study trip when
one of the boys discovered a large bone partially submerged in the
water of Elk Creek, a tributary of the Cedar River.

The location of the discovery was in the south e.ast portion of
Section 6, Waterloo Township. The bone had evidently been washed
from its original place of interment during the recent floods of the
Cedar River.
The bone is the humerus of a mastodon which roamed this area
during interglacial times. The bone, although considerably weathered on the exposed end, .was in a fairly good state of preservation;
only one of the condyle processes was missing. It is quite evident
from the state of the bone that it has been partially exposed, at least
one end of it, for some time, as the exposed part was quite brittle
and weathered.
The writer secured the specimen, sealed all openings, filled all
cracks, and rebuilt the broken condyle.
It is not possible to determine the exact age of the bone, since its
original place of interment is not known.
The Pleistocene deposits of this area are the Iowan drift above,
and the Kansan drift below. ~etween the two drift sheets are the
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Buchanan gravels of Dr. Calvin, these gravels representing the interglacial interval between the Kansan and the Iowan ice invasions.
If the bone's interment is of Buchanan interglacial it represents a
time interval of many thousands of years.
The following are the dimensions of the bone:
Length
Circumference at Condyle processes
Circumference at distal end
Circumference in middle
The weight of the bone is 50 pounds.

38.5 inches
inches
28 inches
21% inches

32

The specimen is now in a case with other Mastodon bones in the
Iowa State Teachers College Museum. The use of photographs is by
courtesy of Merritt Letson.
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